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the seed, so that germinating weeds
may be killed by leveling the hill
down with a rake. This raking should
be continued even after the potato
sprouts appear above the ground. If
carefully done, it will not disturb the
sprouts. They should not be broken
off, however. When the sprouts are
up two or three inches, they should
be given a good side-dressing of
liquid fertilizer, and if any mulching
material is available in localities
where the day temperatures approach
80 degrees or higher, it should be
placed around the plants. A 2-inch
layer is satisfactory. Where a mulch
can be placed around the plants, the
seed should be planted alternately in
a 6-inch double row, 12 inches apart
in each row. A second side-dressing
of liquid fertilizer should be given
about the time the plants are coming
into flower. A 5O-foot row will pro-
duce anywhere from i to 3 bushels
of tubers. In the kitchen garden, only
the early varieties are grown, and,
unless the garden has some size, it is
better to use the space for something
else. In the subsistence garden, po-
tatoes make a good crop. If the gar-
den- has an appreciable area, so that
potatoes can be grown for storage, it
is advisable to grow also some of the
late varieties.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: Of the leaf
diseases, the late blight is probably
the worst offender. It is controlled by
weekly sprayings with Bordeaux mix-
ture. Tuber scurf, which looks like
particles of black dirt on old tubers,
may prevent the sprouts from grow-
ing. It is controlled by sosking the
seed in corrosive sublimate solution.
The common disfiguring scab is con-
trolled by keeping the soil acid Scab
tens t&e sale of potatoes. There are

other diseases, such as wilts, leaf roll
and mosaics, which are controlled by
proper seed-selection.

Of the insects, the Colorado potato
beetle is the worst offender. It must
be controlled by spraying with a poi-
son or by dusting with a rotenone
dust. The flea beetle and leaf hopper
are controlled by spraying with Bor-
deaux mixture, as for blight Potato
aphids are controlled by sprays of
Black Leaf 40. White grubs and wire
worms may cause considerable dam-
age to the tubers if-they are not dug
as soon as mature, especially late in
the fall.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS:-If po-
tatoes are to be used immediately,
they may be dug soon after the flowers
have disappeared, but the yield will,
of course, be low. As the plants ma-
ture, the crop increases very rapidly
if moisture and temperature are satis-
factory. When tubers are dug too
green, the skins peel off and cooking
produces a wet rather than a mealy
potato. The flavor, however, is excel-
lent. Whoever has not tasted new
small potatoes and peas, direct from
the garden, with a white sauce over
them, has a surprising treat in store
for him. If tubers are to be stored,
they should be left in the field until
the vines are completely dead. If the
vines are killed by frost, or for some
other reason the tubers do not ma-
ture, they may shrink considerably in
storage. The best storage potatoes are
those that are dug in cool weather
when the soil is dry. Potatoes dug in
hot weather are easily scalded and
will not keep in storage. When the
tubers are dug, they should be placed
in slatted crates and piled up so that
air can circulate around them. Tite
temperature should be as close to 38